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JAY  §OUCD  and  the  QWAfhfa) 
<E£SWtf  WAVI/ROWD  rfVftMEL 

by  John  W.  Williams 

Scandals  on  Wall  Street  are  nothing  new.  Nearly  120  years  ago,  Elsah  found  itself  in  the 
middle  of  a  corporate  takeover  that  would  rival  anything  in  the  movie  "Wall  Street." 

By  the  autumn  of  1881  railroad  magnate  Jay  Gould  controlled  the  Wabash  and  the  Mis- 
souri Pacific  railroads,  among  many  others.  The  Wabash  approached  St.  Louis  from  the  East, 
and  the  MoPac  (as  it  was  later  called)  came  from  the  West. 

The  only  bridge  over  the  Mississippi  River  in  the  St.  Louis  region  at  the  time  was  the 
Eads  Bridge.  Built  between  1865  and  1871,  the  iron  bridge  still  stands  just  north  of  the  St.  Louis 
Gateway  Arch. 

The  bridge  was  built  and  originally  owned  by  Captain  James  B.  Eads.  It  connected  the 
Wabash  and  MoPac  lines.  To  Gould's  displeasure,  Eads  and  the  successor  St.  Louis  Bridge 
Company  refused  to  relinquish  control  of  the  bridge.  As  a  result,  Gould's  competition  could 
also  use  the  bridge. 

To  give  you  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  railroad  crossings  at  St.  Louis,  you  need  to  drive 
along  old  Illinois  State  Route  3  from  Madison  and  Venice  to  East  St.  Louis.  You  will  pass 
through  the  remains  of  National  City.  National  City,  no  longer  an  incorporated  municipality, 
was  once  one  of  the  largest  complexes  of  stockyards  in  the  United  States.  Some  of  the  stock 
pens,  grain  elevators,  and  railway  yards  still  remain. 

Maury  Klein,  professor  of  history  at  the  University  of  Rhode  Island,  wrote  a  biography  of 
Jay  Gould,  published  in  the  mid-1980s.  Klein  wrote:  "[W]ith  Gould,  logic  depended  always  on 
his  ability  to  get  what  he  wanted.  His  most  obvious  desire,  certainly  the  most  publicized  one, 
was  to  monopolize  the  bridge,  terminal,  and  transfer  business  for  the  lines  converging  on  the 
city  [of  St.  Louis].  He  needed  also  to  integrate  the  two  wings  of  his  rail  system,  which  still 
lacked  a  decent  connection." 

St.  Louis  would  provide  the  connection  if  Gould  could  capture  control  of  the  only  bridge 
in  the  region.  Once  he  gained  control,  Gould  could  impose  excessive  charges  and  transfer  de- 
lays on  the  other  rail  lines. 

Charles  Hosmer,  former  professor  of  history  at  Principia  College  and  co-author  of  the  El- 
sah guidebook,  told  me  in  an  interview  in  the  early  1990s,  "Jay  Gould's  goal  was  to  get  the  Eads 
Bridge  the  cheapest  way  possible,  and  his  technique  was  to  scare  people." 

Klein  wrote  in  his  book,  The  Life  and  Times  of  lay  Gould,  "Through  a  series  of  intricate 
maneuvers  Jay  secured  control  of  the  St.  Louis  Bridge  Company,  which  owned  a  bridge  over  the 
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Mississippi,  a  tunnel  to  connect  with  the 
railroads,  and  valuable  terminal  facilities." 
Klein  described  Gould's  strategy  in  one 
cryptic  sentence:  "Most  observers  had  con- 
ceded Gould's  domination  of  bridge  and 
terminal  facilities  since  1881,  when  he  se- 
cured control  of  the  St.  Louis  Bridge  Com- 
pany by  threatening  to  build  a  new  span 
forty  miles  above  the  city." 

Forty  miles  upriver  from  the  Eads  Bridge 
is  Elsah.  All  that  remains  of  the  ingenious 
plan  is  the  nearly  filled  entrance  to  a  man- 
made  cave  that  was  to  be  a  railroad  tunnel. 

Gould  announced  his  plans  to  build  a  ri- 
val bridge  either  at  Elsah  or  Grafton.  Ac- 
cording to  a  March  11,  1889,  article  in  The 
New  York  Times  that  reviewed  the  events, 
"There  was  a  rush  to  the  map  to  find 
Grafton,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  microscope  it 
was  apparent  that  Gould's  gun  was  'loaded 
forbear.'" 

Since  threats  did  not  scare  Elsah,  Gould 
had  to  carry  out  his  bluff.  Gould,  a  master 
manipulator  of  the  New  York  Stock  market, 
warned  the  business  world  of  his  strategy  to 
build  the  bridge  and  challenge  Eads'  mo- 
nopoly. Gould  created  the  St.  Louis,  Spring- 
field, and  Jerseyville  Railroad  as  the  vehicle 
for  his  scheme. 

First,  Gould  had  to  win  the  citizens  of  El- 
sah over  to  his  plan.  He  tried  to  demon- 
strate his  commitment  to  building  a  railroad 
through  Elsah  by  selling  shares  in  his  project 
to  the  villagers.  If  the  railroad  did  not  reach 
Elsah  by  January  1,  1882,  the  villagers 
would  not  have  to  pay  for  their  shares. 
Gould  had  to  get  the  railroad  to  the  river  by 
the  New  Year's  Day  deadline  or  forfeit  his 
contract  for  the  right-of-way. 

Old  railroad  maps  indicate  where  rail- 
road lines  eventually  developed  in  Jersey 
County.  The  St.  Louis,  Springfield,  and  Jer- 
seyville Railroad  came  south  out  of  Jer- 
seyville, the  county  seat,  passed  through 
Dow  and  Newbern,  and  crossed  Illinois 
State  Route  3  (the  same  route  that  comes  up 


from  the  National  City  stockyards)  into  El- 
sah Township.  The  line  separated,  with  the 
east  branch  going  through  Beltrees,  along 
Mill  Creek,  and  meeting  the  Mississippi 
River  near  what  is  now  the  Lockhaven 
Country  Club.  The  Beltrees  station  was  lo- 
cated near  where  the  Elsah  Township  shed 
now  stands.  Portions  of  the  right-of-way  are 
still  visible. 

The  west  branch  was  to  approach  Elsah 
from  the  Northeast,  next  to  the  Elsah  ceme- 
tery. The  lowest  passage  into  Elsah  from  the 
Illinois  countryside  was  a  pass  now  occu- 
pied by  Cemetery  Road,  the  right  fork  at  the 
north  end  of  the  village.  Instead  of  trying  to 
go  up  and  over  the  pass  with  a  "shoofly," 
Gould  decided  to  tunnel  through  the  lime- 
stone bedrock. 

Gould's  crews  began  digging  in  the  ra- 
vine to  the  northeast  of  Elsah  in  the  spring 
of  1881.  Gould  would  telegram  every  foot 
of  progress  back  to  investors  on  Wall  Street. 
And  with  each  foot  of  progress,  the  value  of 
Gould's  companies  would  rise  and  the  value 
of  the  St.  Louis  Bridge  Company  would  fall. 

Morris  R.  Locke  served  as  the  second 
president  of  the  St.  Louis,  Springfield  and 
Jerseyville  Railroad.  In  a  letter  dated  Febru- 
ary 6,  1912  (after  Gould's  death),  Locke  de- 
scribed the  building  of  the  railroad.  He  also 
revealed  his  knowledge  of  Gould's  scam. 
Locke  wrote,  "Amid  all  the  difficulties  an 
average  of  a  mile  of  track  was  laid  for  a  pe- 
riod of  about  100  days  and  bulletined  on  the 
stock  exchange  to  hammer  down  the  St. 
Louis  Terminal  Eads  Bridge  stock  by  Jay 
Gould  who  had  previously  determined  to 
control  all  these  properties." 

Within  a  few  months,  the  value  of  the 
bridge  company  fell  so  low  that  it  was 
forced  to  sell  out  to  Gould.  The  Eads  Bridge 
had  had  a  history  of  financial  difficulty. 
Captain  Eads  had  projected  in  1868  the  total 
cost  of  the  bridge  at  $4,496,953.  The  History 
of  the  St.  Louis  Bridge  gives  the  as-built  cost 
as  $6,536,729.99,  more  than  $2  million  over 
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budget.  In  April  1875,  less  than  a  year  after 
the  formal  grand  opening,  the  Eads  Bridge 
was  bankrupt.  The  bridge  was  sold  at  pub- 
lic auction  in  December  1878  to  the  newly 
chartered  St.  Louis  Bridge  Company.  The 
auction  was  held  on  the  steps  of  the  St. 
Louis  courthouse.  According  to  a  St.  Louis 
Globe  article  of  December  21,  1878,  James 
Eads  did  not  attend  the  sale.  The  bridge 
was  sold  for  $2  million,  less  than  a  third  of 
its  cost. 

According  to  Eads  Bridge  historian  How- 
ard Miller,  the  St.  Louis  Bridge  Company 
was  a  mere  fiscal  convenience,  "contrived 
under  liberal  bankruptcy  laws  to  discharge 
some  debts  entirely,  consolidate  others,  and 
concentrate  the  bridge  into  a  few  hands."  A 
few  of  Eads'  old  friends  were  on  the  board 
of  directors  as  a  token  St.  Louis  representa- 
tion. Controlling  directorship  rested  with 
New  York  and  London  bondholders, 
"whose  main  interest  was  to  play  the  bridge 
as  a  pawn  in  the  game  of  international  fi- 
nance." 

On  the  first  of  August  1881  the  Eads 
Bridge  became  the  property  of  the  Wabash 
Railroad.  The  March  1889  New  York  Times 
article  stated,  "It  was  hardly  to  be  wondered 
at  that  the  bridge  company  capitulated.  Mr. 
Gould  thus  came  into  the  control  and  practi- 
cal ownership  of  the  greatest  single  artery  of 
commerce  in  the  country." 

According  to  railroad  president  Locke, 
"the  plan  won,  before  construction  began  on 
the  Missouri  side  of  the  Mississippi  River 
and  the  work  was  called  off  before  the  track 
reached  Jersey  Landing  [an  early  name  for 
Elsah].  Gould  was  in  control  of  all  the 
stocks  and  bonds." 

Although  there  is  no  definite  evidence,  it 
seems  that  Gould  never  intended  to  build  a 
bridge  at  Elsah  or  bring  a  railroad  into  El- 
sah. The  Alton  Daily  Telegraph  reported  as 
much  on  February  23,  1882:  "We  do  not  be- 
lieve the  Wabash  managers  have  any  inten- 
tion  of  bridging   the   river   at  Elsah  or 


Grafton.  That  road  was  built  when  Gould 
was  trying  to  get  possession  of  the  St.  Louis 
bridge.  It  was  given  out  that  a  new  bridge 
was  to  be  built  at  Grafton  or  Elsah.  This  de- 
pressed St.  Louis  bridge  stock  and  Gould 
scooped  it  in." 

The  Elsah  villagers  were  irate,  and  took 
Gould  to  court  to  enforce  his  promise  on  the 
stock  certificates.  The  villagers  won  and 
Gould  was  forced  to  have  a  railroad  into  El- 
sah by  the  date  he  promised.  To  accomplish 
the  task,  Gould's  crews  built  the  shoofly  (or 
bypass)  up  and  over  the  Cemetery  Road 
pass.  The  cut  for  the  shoofly  is  still  visible  in 
the  hillside  on  the  east  side  of  the  village. 
The  Alton  Daily  Telegraph  reported,  "The 
great  tunnel  at  Elsah  is  to  be  abandoned  and 
a  roadway  graded  down  the  bluff  into  the 
town.  The  grade  will  be  about  the  same  as 
that  into  this  city." 

On  January  1,  1882,  according  to  Profes- 
sor Hosmer,  Gould  completed  the  railroad 
into  the  village  and  rolled  an  engine  down 
the  shoofly  and  onto  the  trestle  that  ran 
across  the  mouth  of  Elsah.  The  trestle  has 
been  reproduced  in  local  artist  Glenn  Felch's 
collection  of  murals  of  the  history  of  Elsah, 
now  preserved  in  the  Elsah  Museum. 

William  McNair,  an  inventor  who  lived 
in  Elsah  during  the  construction  of  the  shoo- 
fly, made  an  entry  in  his  diary.  On  January 
1,  1882,  McNair  wrote,  "Cool  and  cloudy, 
the  track  is  laid  to  the  culvert  tube.  The 
train  came  in  about  15  minutes  after  2 
o'clock.  They  were  pretty  near  the  trestle. 
Expect  to  get  over  by  midnight.  They  have 
got  onto  the  lower  trestle  by  dark.  The 
whistle  scared  the  dog  and  chickens  terrible 
bad." 

The  hasty  construction  of  the  railroad 
brought  its  share  of  accidents.  The  Alton 
Daily  Telegraph  of  January  18,  1882  stated 
that  the  railroad  was  nicknamed  the  St. 
Louis,  Spring  and  Jump  Railroad.  "It  is 
called  that  because  when  the  cars  jump  the 
track,  which  is  almost  every  trip,  the  pas- 
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sengers  are  obliged  to  spring  off." 

A  letter  from  an  Elsah  citizen  dated  Octo- 
ber 22,  1882,  published  in  the  Alton  Daily 
Telegraph,  told  of  one  accident.  "While  a 
train  loaded  with  rock  was  going  over  the 
shoo-fly  last  week  one  of  the  cars  became 
uncoupled  and  backed  through  and  past  El- 
sah almost  to  Grassy  Hollow.  No  damage 
was  done,  but  some  supposed  the  comet 
had  broken  loose."  Grassy  Hollow  is  the 
point  midway  between  Elsah  and  Chautau- 
qua— upriver. 

If  the  measurements  of  the  tunnel  are  any 
guide,  Gould  never  wanted  to  build  the  rail- 
road. In  December  1973  Paul  Williams,  co- 
author of  the  Elsah  guidebook  and  editor  of 
the  Historic  Elsah  newsletter  at  the  time,  led 
a  group  of  Principia  College  students  to  in- 
vestigate the  tunnel.  I  was  one  of  the  stu- 
dents. 


We  waded  and  belly-crawled  through  the 
cold,  wet  mud  into  the  tunnel.  Once  inside, 
we  waded  through  icy  water  and  mud  a 
foot  deep.  What  we  found  was  a  tunnel  that 
had  been  handpicked  into  limestone  bed- 


rock. It  was  205  feet  long,  less  than  a  third 
of  the  distance  under  the  pass;  and  it  was 
only  8  feet,  5  inches  at  its  highest,  much  too 
low  for  an  engine  and  railcars.  The  entrance 
has  since  filled  with  silt  and  is  hidden  by 
brush  and  debris. 

A  note  in  the  Alton  Daily  Telegraph  re- 
sponded to  rumors  that  the  tunnel  was 
really  a  secret  passage  out  of  the  nearby  El- 
sah cemetery.  "It  is  a  vile  slur  on  the  people 
of  Elsah  to  build  an  underground  passage 
out  of  the  world  from  the  cemetery.  Those 
who  die  will  not  go  that  way." 

According  to  local  tales,  the  abandoned 
tunnel  was  used  for  a  variety  of  nefarious 
purposes.  At  one  time  rustlers  are  said  to 
have  hidden  stolen  cattle  there.  And  shortly 
after  the  River  Road  was  completed,  ac- 
cording to  a  local  resident,  robbers  used  the 
tunnel  to  hide  their  booty.  The  loot  that  was 
discovered  was  evidently  from  a  grocery 
and  drug  store  and  included  band-aids  and 
bottles  of  aspirin.  The  resident,  who  in- 
sisted on  remaining  anonymous,  recalls  that 
the  food  was  still  frozen,  and  she  remembers 
especially  the  frozen  geese  [not  a  misprint!]. 

Based  on  our  exploration,  the  tunnel  was 
an  inefficient  way  to  traverse  the  pass.  The 
ease  of  constructing  the  shoofly  demon- 
strated that  a  railroad  could  be  built  into  El- 
sah and  that  the  aboveground  technique 
was  far  more  practical. 

Professor  Hosmer  conducted  extensive 
research  into  old  newspaper  accounts  of  the 
late  1880s.  Like  the  editors  of  the  Alton  Daily 
Telegraph  he  doubted  that  Gould  ever  in- 
tended to  build  a  bridge  at  Elsah  or  Grafton. 
Prior  to  his  passing,  I  interviewed  Hosmer 
about  Gould.  Hosmer  said,  "I  never  found 
much  newspaper  evidence."  He  was  con- 
vinced that  the  "grand"  Elsah  railroad  tun- 
nel was  only  a  ploy.  Nevertheless,  Hosmer 
told  me,  "I  think  up  through  the  summer  of 
'81  they  thought  they  really  could  have  built 
the  tunnel." 

In  spite  of  his  loss  in  court,  Gould 
achieved  his  ultimate  objective — control  of 
the  Eads  Bridge  and  St.  Louis  railroads.  In 
1883  Senator  Merritt  of  Illinois  accused 
Gould  of  running  a  monopoly.  According 
to  the  senator,  Gould  was  charging  rival 
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railroads  twice  as  much  to  cross  the  bridge 
as  he  did  his  own  company.  Passengers  had 
to  pay  a  surcharge  just  for  crossing  the 
bridge. 

Three  years  later,  according  to  Klein,  "an 
ingenious  maneuver  enabled  Jay  to  thwart 
plans  for  a  rival  bridge."  Hosmer  discov- 
ered that  Gould  did  visit  Elsah  in  March  of 
1889.  The  following  year  the  Wabash  Rail- 
road abandoned  the  shoofly  line  altogether. 
Gould  died  in  1892.  The  Terminal  Railroad 
Association,  the  consortium  organized  by 


Gould  to  control  the  Eads  Bridge,  operated 
the  bridge  for  another  half-century.  Com- 
peting railroads,  stymied  by  Gould's  mo- 
nopoly control  of  traffic  through  St.  Louis, 
shifted  their  interest  to  Chicago. 

The  "grand"  Elsah  railroad  tunnel  played 
a  key  role  in  Gould's  financial  scheme  to 
gain  control  of  the  Eads  Bridge.  Given  the 
profound  effect  of  Gould's  monopoly,  one 
wonders  how  much  claim  the  Elsah  tunnel 
has  for  the  economic  decline  of  St.  Louis  and 
the  expansion  of  rival  Chicago.nLnL 
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Identification  of  pictures: 


(1)  The  tunnel  entrance  as  it  was  in  1965;  pic- 
ture from  Paul  Williams.  Three  years  later  Paul 
wrote:  "The  entrance  to  the  old  Jay  Gould  rail- 
road tunnel  is  largely  silted  up,  but  once  one  is 
inside,  one  can  easily  stand  up  and  walk  back 
nearly  100  yards,  at  first  through  water,  then  on 
a  dry  floor  as  the  tunnel  grades  uphill.  The  roof 
drips  continually,  and  since  1881,  when  the 
tunnel  was  built,  stalactites  of  nearly  an  inch 
long  have  formed  in  places." 


(2)  Three  Principia  students  wading  near  the 
entrance,  March  1972:  Nancy  Hormel,  Leslie 
Yelland,  Kathy  Nelles;  picture  from  Paul  Wil- 
liams. 

(3)  The  entrance  as  it  was  long  ago;  picture  from 
Paul  Barnes. 

(4)  Interior  of  tunnel,  also  long  ago;  picture  from 
Lucy  McDow. 


NOTE:  There  will  be  a  hike  on  April  7th  to  the  tunnel  as  well  as  two  other  sites.  See  "Upcoming 
Activities"  below.  Also,  if  you  have  any  reminiscences  of  visiting  the  tunnel,  please  write  them 
down  and  send  them  along  to  HEF.  The  address  is  at  the  end  of  this  newsletter. 
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Holiday  celebrating  started  on  Saturday, 
December  2,  2000,  with  decorating  and 
lighting  a  beautiful  big  tree  that  suddenly 
appeared  in  Selma  Square,  near  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  placed  there  by  sponsors  of 
the  party — various  businesses  in  town.  The 
party  included  caroling,  and  cookies  and  hot 
chocolate  at  Farley's  Music  Hall.vfc 

Sunday  afternoon,  December  10,  2000, 
saw  perfect  weather  for  the  HEF  house  tour. 
Six  homes  were  open:  1)  the  "Doll  Museum" 
at  10  LaSalle,  restored  by  Pauline  and  Mike 
Pitchford  and  now  the  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Richard  Butler;  2)  the  Pitchford  home  at  12 
LaSalle  (once  Maude  Trovillion's),  also 
renovated  by  Pauline  and  Mike  Pitchford;  3) 
the  large  brick  "Village  Inn"  at  14  LaSalle, 
where  Paula  and  Ned  Bradley  have  lived 
since  restoring  it  in  1972;  4)  Deborah  and 
Tim  Smith's  "Rock  House"  at  10-10A  Selma, 
newly  purchased  and  "in  process"  of  re- 
modeling; 5)  the  small  stone  house  at  47 
Mill,  restored  after  the  1993  flood  by  David 
Slusser,  where  Gail  and  Dave  Haslam  now 
reside;  and  6)  new  resident  Norman  Bro- 
kaw's  home,  the  brick  house  at  54  Mill.  The 
two  churches  were  open,  as  well  as  most 
businesses,  the  museum,  the  civic  center, 
and  Farley's  (where  tickets,  crafts,  and  re- 
freshments were  available).  Natural  greens 
adorned  many  of  the  houses  in  town,  and 
the  sale  of  the  greens  helped  with  HEF's 
overall  intake  of  close  to  $1000.  Thanks  are 
due  to  the  homeowners  who  graciously  of- 
fered their  homes  for  view,  to  those  who 
had  booths  at  Farley's,  to  the  choral  group 


from  Jerseyville  who  filled  the  valley  with 
song,  and  to  the  volunteers  who  served  in 
the  homes  and  public  buildings  and /or 
provided  refreshments  and  baked  goods  for 
sale  at  Farley's.  Tickets  for  the  tour  were 
$10  and  were  early  available  at  the  Alton 
and  Grafton  visitor  centers;  but  in  retrospect 
it  may  be  easier  to  sell  them  only  in  Elsah.-*- 
A  week  later,  on  the  17th,  was  the  annual 
Christmas  Hymn  Sing,  which  started  at  the 
Methodist  Church,  continued  at  the  Chris- 
tian Science  Church,  and  concluded  with 
refreshments  at  Farley's.  The  churches  and 
HEF  sponsored  this  event,  which  is  always  a 
lovely  tradition.  P  J* 


Inge  Mack,  June  Cronin,  and  Mary  Anne 

Schmidt  -  admiring  home  baked  goods  for  sale  at 

Farley's,  the  day  of  the  house  tour 
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XLS'Atf'S  ifew  "TJCm<R1ST''ACrrJrlV(]T,(l(ES 

Early  in  February  of  2001  a  large  sign  ad- 
vertising "Tourist  Activities"  appeared  at 
the  entrance  to  the  village,  off  the  River 
Road.  It  caused  no  small  amount  of  com- 
motion. The  Village  Board  wisely  put  the 
sign  first  on  the  agenda  at  its  February  13th 
meeting,  and  many  people  attended. 

To  explain:  Last  June,  according  to  a  letter 
from  Mayor  Pfeifer  to  the  Illinois  Dept.  of 
Transportation  (IDOT),  "At  our  June  13th 


Village  Board  meeting,  we  had  a  request 
from  three  of  our  local  businesses  for  better 
signage  indicating  the  presence  of  Elsah 
along  the  River  Road.  Basically,  they  wish 
to  communicate  the  following  messages, 
preferably  on  a  brown  sign: 

Village  of  Elsah 

Listed  on  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places 

Food  and  lodging 

Turn  right 
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"It  is  my  understanding  that  a  relatively 
similar  type  of  informational  sign  is  part  of 
the  [Scenic]  Byway  plan. 

"In  order  to  accommodate  these  busi- 
nesses, is  it  possible  to  improve  the  current 
schedule  [of  another  year  or  more]  by  in- 
stalling the  wording  portion  of  the  ap- 
proved signs  prior  to  installation  of  the  By- 
way Logo  signs?  We  would  be  willing  to 
pay  for  this  sign  directly,  if  cost  or  budget  is 
a  problem.  We  are  also  happy  to  remove  it 
when  the  Byway  signs  are  installed." 

The  reply  from  IDOT  was  that  the  only 
signs  permitted  were  like  the  one  that 
eventually  appeared. 

Four  businesses  paid  IDOT  $160  each  for 
the  blue-&-white  billboard  that  was  in- 
stalled in  February,  measuring  approxi- 
mately 6  feet  wide  by  6  feet  high,  and  ad- 
vertising their  businesses.  They  had  based 
their  sign  on  the  one  on  the  River  Road  at 


Stanka  Lane,  advertising  "White's  Green- 
houses," which  is  the  same  blue-and-white, 
measures  about  6  feet  wide  by  1  feet  high, 
and  is  also  labeled  "Tourist  Activities." 

At  the  recent  Village  Board  meeting  the 
majority  of  those  attending  spoke  of  their 
surprise  at  seeing  the  sign,  and  they  saw  it 
as  being  visually  incompatible  with  the  vil- 
lage, as  well  as  a  safety  hazard.  The  mayor 
said  she  would  write  the  State  and  ask  them 
to  post  the  sign  further  from  the  entrance  to 
Elsah  and  also  on  the  other  side  of  the  River 
Road.  Within  a  week  the  sign  was  moved! 
So,  if  you  come  in  to  Elsah  from  Alton  you 
see  it  on  the  landside  just  before  the  bridge; 
if  you  come  in  from  Grafton  you  see  it  again 
on  the  landside  somewhat  near  the  entrance 
to  the  village. 

It  is  unlikely  that  these  blue-and-white 
signs  will  be  removed  when  the  Scenic  By- 
way signs  are  installed. c&& 


The  sign 
where  it  ap- 
peared in 
February, 
before  it  was 
moved. 
Riverview 
House  is  in 
the  back- 
ground. 


UPCOMING  ACTIVITIES  -  mark  your  cafencfar 

•  April  7th  -  Saturday,  10am  to  noon  -  Hike  for  HEF  members  &  friends  to  the  Elsah  quarry, 
the  railroad  culvert  between  66  &  70  Mill  St.,  &  the  tunnel,  led  by  John  Williams.  Meet  at 
the  parking  lot  at  the  front  of  the  village,  dress  &  prepare  for  a  vigorous  hike. 

•  April  8th  -  Sunday,  3-5  pm,  at  Farley's  Music  Hall  -  Reception  for  outgoing  Mayor  jane 
Pfeifer,  in  appreciation  for  her  more  than  20  years  of  service  to  the  community,  spon- 
sored by  HEF  &  the  Village  of  Elsah  Board  of  Trustees. 

•  April  21st  -  Saturday,  3-5  pm  -  Car  Classic,  sponsored  by  the  Elsah  Business  Assn.  (rain 
date  Saturday,  May  5th).  Register  at  Farley's  9  am-12  noon  or  in  advance  at  1-800-701-8003. 

.  •     April  22nd  -  Sunday,  2  pm,  Farley's  -  Musicale  by  pianist  Lindsay  Garritson  &  violinist 
Erin  Schreiber,  free,  sponsored  by  HEF. 
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•  April  27th  -  Friday,  7  pm,  Farley's  -  Slide  presentation  by  Linda  &  David  Cornell  called 
"Zimbabwe  Snapshot,"  sponsored  by  HEF,  $5  donation. 

•  May  19th  -  Saturday,  7  pm,  Farley's  -  Talk  by  Rosemary  Thornton  on  "Sears  Homes 
Among  Us,"  sponsored  by  HEF,  $5  donation 

•  Tune  23rd-24th  -  Saturday  &  Sunday  -  ("Family  Heritage  Days"  in  the  area)  Tour  of  places 
associated  with  the  Semple  family:  Piasa  Bluffs  Hotel  site,  Elsah  village,  Notchcliff  site  & 
Gate  Lodge,  Eliestoun  -  led  by  John  Williams,  sponsored  by  Elsah  Museum  &  HEF.  Sign 
up  in  advance,  cost  involved. cS& 

WELCOME 

to  Larry  Keller's  new  family,  little  Angelina  ("Lina")  &  her  mother  Alia,  from  St.  Petersburg, 

Russia— at  22  LaSalle  St. 
to  Ruth  Jones— at  18  LaSalle  St.,  2nd  floor  c$v 

'RO'BE'R'f  LOW'DE'R 

Bob  Lowder,  life-long  resident  of  Elsah,  passed  on  this  winter.  He  was  much  loved  for  his  work 
with  the  Boy  Scouts  and  his  many  years  of  driving  the  Principia  school  bus.  The  next  newsletter 
will  have  more  about  him.  Tributes  are  welcome!  <i^> 

I 


CO(hFf'R1'BrUrf(10l{S— thank  you} 


We  are  grateful  for  aJl  contributions  to  HEF.  We'd  like  to  note  especially  those  people  who  have  donated  $50  or 
more  when  renewing  their  membership: 


Paula  &  Ned  Bradley— Elsah,  IL 

Norman  Brokaw — Elsah,  IL 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Copley — Grafton,  IL 

Debbie  &  Bill  Flatley— Elsah,  IL 

Corde  &  Bill  Hanzlik— Austin,  TX 

Gail  &  Dave  Haslam — Elsah,  IL 

Bea  Hubbard— Palo  Alto,  CA 

Betty  Jeanne  Johnson — San  Jose,  CA 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Terry  Lang — Chesterfield,  MO 


Elsa  McDwain — Washington,  DC 

Martha  &  George  Moffett — Elsah,  IL 

Lorraine  &  Warren  Passmore — Liberty  Corner,  NJ 

Mary  Anne  &  Jim  Schmidt — Elsah,  IL 

Ann  Barnes  Simpson — St.  Louis,  MO 

Helen  Sprague — Beaufort,  MO 

Mary  Tober — Elsah,  IL 

Marian  Wells— Palo  Alto,  CA 

Judy  &  John  Williams — Jerseyville,  IL 


Thanks  also  to  members  who  gave  gift  memberships: 
Edith  Belote-Hemet,  CA;  Howard  Elder-Orlando,  FL;  Phyllis  &  Ed  Hansell-Des  Moines,  IA;  Jeri  &  Ed  Lewitz-Elsah 

We  now  have  many  life  members,  including  two  recent  complimentary  life  memberships  given  to  June  Cronin  and 
Jane  Pfeifer  (both  of  Elsah),  for  their  many  years  of  service  to  HEF  and  the  community.  Other  life  members  are: 


Barbara  &  Christopher  Aiken — Silver  Spring,  MD 

Edith  Belote— Hemet,  CA 

Sue  Collester — Nashville,  IN 

Phyllis  &  Ed  Hansell — Des  Moines,  IA 

Margaret  &  Andrew  Hyde — Belmont,  CA 

Gil  Ives— Elsah,  IL 

Dawn  &  Peter  Larmer — Penn  Valley,  CA 

Judith  &  Edwin  D.  Leonard — Stanfordville,  NY 

Jeri  &  Ed  Lewitz — Elsah,  IL 


Inge  &  Al  Mack — Elsah,  IL 

Marie  &  Ole  Oleson — Elsah,  IL 

Vernon  Piper — St.  Louis,  MO 

Sara  &  Bob  Rockabrand — Elsah,  IL 

Dee  &  Michael  Sharpies  (Principia's  CEO) — St.  Louis 

Waldo  Stewart— Dallas,  TX 

Alma  &  Louis  Tripidi — Los  Altos,  CA 

Mrs.  Thomas  Viner — Albia,  IA 

Kerry  Lynn  &  Paul  Williams — Belmont,  CA 


Historic  Elsah  Foundation  Board: 

President:  John  Williams 

Vice  President:  Carol  Stookey 

Secretary  &  Editor:  Jeri  Lewitz 

Treasurer:  Betty  Clark 
Ann  Badasch  Gail  Haslam 

Eleanor  Barnal  Mary  Anne  Schmidt 

Paula  Bradley  Jerry  Taetz 

Marie  Cresswell 


Elsah  History  is  published  by  Historic  Elsah  Foundation 

Subscription  is  with  membership. 

Memberships:    Regular  $10  Supporting  $50 

Contributing  $15  Patron  $100 

Sustaining  $25  Life  $500 

Please  send  to:  P.O.  Box  117,  Elsah,  IL  62028 

Phone:  618-374-1059 


